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Scanned by Toker The Kid 


My name is Nelson Kohler, and for the past year and a half | have 
been a ghost. 


It all began two summers ago with what the media has dubbed the 
White Event. For about five seconds the sky went brilliant white all 
over the world. Scientists are still debating what caused it. 


Whatever it was, extraordinary things began occurring in its im- 
mediate aftermath . . . 


| was driving my automobile at the time. Blinded by the sudden light 
in the sky, | lost control of my car, crashed, and died a few hours 
later. 


That is, my physical form died. My consciousness, affected by 
what | assume was the energy of the White Event, survived. It felt 
strange not to have a body, so | imagined myself to have one. 


I've been doing it ever since. The only problem with having an 
imaginary body is that no one else can see me or touch me or even 
hear me. On the other hand, | have no physical limitations, and | 
can practically do anything | want. 


| was hardly the only one affected by whatever it was unleashed by 
the White Event. In the days and weeks and months since, people 
all over the world have been developing strange paranormal forms 
and abilities. 


| should know. For | somehow sense people who are in the process 
of becoming paranormal. 


It's more than just a sensation. It's a compulsion. When | get that 
buzzing sensation in the pit of my imaginary stomach, | have to go 
and find out what's causing it. | don’t know why. Maybe it’s purely 
psychological. Maybe I'm drawn to it because it’s the only thing on 
Earth | can feel. 


| guess I'm like a moth, compelled to flit from flame to flame. 


Well over a year ago, | lost count of the number of transformations 
| have observed. Surely it is in the hundreds by now, perhaps 
thousands. 


Today, for the first time since my ethereal life began, | feel some- 
thing different — a sensation more intense than the pain of my own 
death. 


This is not the birth-cry of a lone human being in the throes of 
impending paranormalcy. This is more like the rape-scream of the 
human race itself just before the White Event visited its fury upon it. 


Can the Great Unexplained Phenomenon be about to happen 
again? 


| don’t know. What | do know is that | must seek out the source of 
the disturbance | feel, and be there when it bursts into being. 


Forlam. . . the Witness. 
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HAVING A HARD \; Gra HE GAVE YOU |i WE'LL GET 10 GENIA'S: 
| | her WEDNESDAY HOUSE TILL WAY PAST 
OFF, DEAR - THE KIQS’ BEDTIME . 


THE PAIN IS 


SURE WISH MR, 
DILLER HAD LET ME GO 
HOME SOONER . I KNEW 
TRAFFIC WOULD BE THIS 
BAD IF WE LEFT SOLAZE. 


WHERE OH WHERE 
(5 MY AGONY COMING 4} 
FROM ? SO INTENSE 
HERE I CANT QUITE 
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UP TO THE QR LOGE OF 
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BELOW--PITTSBURGH-- SO 


E WHAT KIND OF PARANORMAL 
WAS THAT MAN-- 10 Be ABLE 
x 10 cause aston ut a, 


WHAT WAS 
| THAT NOISE?/? 
LIGHTNING 7 
I've NEVER 
SEEN SUCH AN 
ENORMOUS 
STATIC DIS- 
CHARGE! 


I WOULON'T BE SURPRISED IF THAT . 
THUNDERCLAP WAS HEARO HALFWAY {_) CJ 
AROUND THE WORLDS 


NC THERE ARE --CARS 
TREES, EVEN HOUSES 
ARE BEING BLOWN 


HOW-COULD WHAT THAT 
TALL BLOND MAN DID CAUSE 
Y. TAIS MUCH CHAOS? 


WHAT DID HE BO ANYWAY @ THE WIND SEEMS To BE 
RUSHING (WWARE, TOWARD THE CENTER OF 
EXPLOSION, THAT COESN'T MAKE SEWSE, I WOULO 
HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE AIR WOLILO BE RUSHING (2 
OUTWARP, CARRIED BY THE SHOCKWAVE $ 
OF THE BLAST. 


UNLESS.../ COULD 
THE EXPLOSION HAVE 
BEEN SO POWERFUL 
THAT IT CAUSEDA 
SEVERAL MILE VACUUM? €, 
IN THAT CASE, THE 
ATMOSPHERE WOULD ¥f 
BE RUSHING INFROM ¢ 
ALL SIDESTORALL J 
THAT VOIDS 7 


THIS IS HORRIBLE. I SEE 

BOCTES AND... PARTS OF 
BODIES HURLING BY ME-- 
CAUGHT IN THIS WIND / 
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LEONARD-- WH-WHATS HAPPENING? 
THAT BLINDING 2/647, THAT 

AAAS AV-- NOW THS WN?’ 
WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? 


YOU THINK S07 YOU 
KEALLY THINK SO? 
SHEET CORO... ¢ 


DADDY, THE CAR |S AOCKING ! 


I THINK ITS GONNA 7/77 
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WE'RE 


SPINNING -- 
a C-CAN’T SEE 


INTANGIBLE AS I AM, THERE 
‘6 NO7 NE THING 1 CAN DO 
TO HELP A SINGLE SOUL ! 
NEVER HAVE I FELT MORE-., 
MORE ACCURELD ¢ 


I-1 DON’T KNOW, MARGE? 
MAYBE--MAYBE THOSE DANGED 
RUSSKIES DROPPED THE 


\| GOOG SAKE-- ) 
HOO ON! 


6:/7 2M., GRIFFIS AIR 
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ROM TEE HIMSELF. > MAPPENING, WILL. BETTER START SING 
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KIDS BACK INSIDE. ) . 
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WELL, YOU CAN T/ ‘eC e 
A LOOK AT THAT CLIP 


ON THE 
BESIDE YOU, SIR. 


LTA VI LIKE IF THE RUSSIANS EY ALL RIGHT, 
FOR HAVE NUKED NEW YORK... CORPORAL 
CASES OF MAXIMUM 

DISTRESS. z] 


IE THis INI TION 
1S ACCURATE, IM ALREADY 
LATE FOR THE PARTY. 


moe 70 BE IN. 
WEE (UO HAUS. 


0 KE US UR ~~ 
70 FORTY THOUSAND, » 
CAPTAIN. 


UT... SIR, I GOT THE 
GER COUNTER a 


~ BUT, WHATEVER IT 5, IT’S 


ALL THAT. 


I’M GOING TO V/ HELLO, PITTSBURGH. THIS IS \ 

TRY TO RAISE A (4 'L MACINTYRE BROWNING 

GROUND STATION. CALLING ANYONE IN THE 
at Py LIT TSB! AREA. ag 


SIR, WE'RE STARTIN’ TO 
HIT $0, TT. 
SERIOUS BUFFETING-_ 


TEVER’S GOIN’ 
ON UNDER THAT 
COVER, IT'S KICKIN’ UIP 
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ING THE GROUNDWORK 
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RIGHT NOW.., 


we \____/ WERE ON THE 


RECEIVING YOU, 7 
COLONEL . 


GO-LINE. READY TO 
OO UKEN in THREE 
MINUTES. 


ATTENTION LAUNCH DECK. 
YOU ARE BOIN TUCMINITES, 
THIRTY-EIGHT SECONDS. 


VENT HAD 


WE'LL JUST HAVE TO MAKE THIS THE JAKE, IN CASE 
FIRST FULL SCALE TEST, JAKE. YOU'VE FORGOTTEN, 
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HAS — mere IN _ 4 THE ARMY BOYS. 


UNCLE SAM WANTS} 


AND TODAY, THAT. 
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Wf ABOUT ALL THIS, WE'VE 
MA NEVER HAD TORUNA 
MISSION ON US. 4 
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ALL SYSTEMS SHOW 
GREEN AND GO. 
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CAN'T FEEL GRAVITY 
EITHER . I COULD 
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I'VE NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING THIS 
WEIRD. MAYBE JAKE : 
WAS RIGHT. MAYBE I 4), 
SHOULO HAVE TRIED ( 
TO (REE ON THIS 
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COULD ACCOUNT FOR 
THESE FREAKISH 
HEATER CON; 
CERTAINLY NOT A 
NUCLEAR ELTON --! 
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CORPORAL. COVERED BEFORE WE CALL A HALT. 


SRE yessir... 
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DIVISION OVER : HE OUGHTTA 
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SEE WHAT HE BUT THERE'S 
THINKS ABOUT NOTHING. 
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LOOKS LIKE T’VE GOT NO ONE 
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THE GRAM BELOW 
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MALFUNCTION . I REALLY MWe. format lll / THE 

At THIS DEEPEST MAN HAS EVER DUG 
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SURE WISH 
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TO THE CENTER OF 
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THE ZEGRIS FROM. THE 
SURROUNDING AREA MUST 
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ANYONE IN THE 
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WNCWERATED. ; SWEPT 
BY WHATEVER , 
HAPPENED.-. ; 
: OUTLYING REGIONS 
: WHO WERE uP 
BY THE HURRICANE 
AND THROWN OVER 


ATHE EDGE PROBABLY 
OION'T SGRVIVE THE 
FIFTEEN-MILE ROP? 
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YES-- VBRATIONS THROUGH 
THE METAL--PEOPLE ARE — 
SCREANING \NSIDE . 
THEY'RE S7/C 
< ALWE Lg NOT FORLOING 
5 (6 I DON'T GET 


bog’ WHAT IN THE--7 SEALS JN 
BREACHED? BUT THIS 
SARDINE CAN IS 
: AUR MAIT £ 


5 — 
M0 WHY COULD 
WATER GET IN--/ 
WHT -- THIS (WAY 
NOT JUST BE 
WATER AROUND 
me ! 


» LVITSBUROY AND THE 
FIFTEEN MILES OF BEGROCK 
BENEATH (T COULD NOT HAVE 
BEEN DISINTEGRATED INTO 
ABSOLUTE WOTHINGMESS ! 


THERE MUST BE SOME SORT 
OF ASH, RESCUE --SCHIETHING / 
> AND WHATEVER IT IS MUST BE SO-- 
$0 PECULIAR .., THAT IT CAN 
PENETRATE NY AUKCOCKS ! 


NO MATTER-- 

SIUPIO BEETLE |S 1M NOT LEAVING 

THIS... THIS STUFF! 5? SLOWING ME COWN | HERE W/7XOW/T 
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WE’RE-- WE'RE 
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FEELS LIKE / 
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FEEL THE--THE (77 WAVER 
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(7° THANK 
GOODNESS ¢ 


DOUBT 
THE AYRSEAL ON @ 
y THIS YW WAS ANY 4 
BETTER OFF THAN 
MINE . 
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t QUERLOAD. CUERLOPD. REDUCE 
CARGO OR FURTHER PPURYENT 
OF FUNCTIONS 99 % PROBALL 

/ REDUCE G4K60--? 
\ BUT--I-- THAT MEANS ‘ 
4 ‘D HAVE TO-- P 


NO--IM NOT GOING To 
ABANOON WHAT MIGHT 
BE THE ONLY SCRUIVORS 
OF THIS HOLOCAUST / 


RELAX / 
IT'S THE 
ARMYS 


THEY'LL TAKE YOU FROM 
HERE--GET YOU TO SAFET™, 


Wow! IT'S THAT 
es TEIRE ROBOT 
Vigutless BRIEFED. 


OH, MOMMY--THAT 
TRANSFORMER 
SAVED U5! 


BLESS YOU, WHOEVER 
YOU ARE. |F YOU HAON'T 
SHOWN we MY FAMILY 


YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE 
WHO'S SEEN THIS THING 


NALS, BUT I WANT TOHEAR 
IT FROM YOUR OWN LIPS. 


FOUR LIVES SAVED... I SHOULD FEEL 
GLAD. BUT ALL I FEEL IS WUME 
THINKING OF THE MILLIONS WHO 
WERE VAPORIZEP OR DROWNED 

OR BURIED-- 


UH, “SPITFIRE "- 
BROWNING 


COLOWEL 
WANTS To SEE YOU-- 
ASi ; 


I’M NOT A SOLDIER. I 
DON'T PROFESS TOHAVING 
THE “RIGHT STUFF, ” 


DOWN THERE IT 
WAS ALL I COULD DO 
TO KEEP FROM PLIKING 

MY GUTS OUT. 


BUT... IF YOU 


YOU... ASK A LOT, 
COLONEL. 


SERGEANT..." PASS THE WORD ALONG. I WANT I HOPE THAT'S NOT JUST KEEP YOUR CHATTER 
THIS BASE CAMP SEALED UP TIGHT” SOME MACHO TRIP YOU'RE TO YOURSELF, SWENSEN. 

NO SIGNALS GO OUT UNLESS Z MY ORDERS APPLY 

SEND ‘EM. TO YOU, TOO. 


CENTRAL, THIS 1S 
THE COMMANOER, 
GET ME... 


YOU CAN TAKE THis AS 
FROM THE COMMANDER- 
= IN- CHIEF... 
Seon, z ~ 


YES, THAT'S 
CLEAR 


AREA SEALE? 


TELL ME L 
AIN'T SEGING 
WHAT IM 
SEBING. 


Pour 2m seein THe 
OSoEe STOR 'T REPEAT: YOUARE(N © YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO 
EVER TO COME DOWN SECURITY AIRSPACE, , FOLLOW US BACK TOAHOLD- 
Ba eal ae ING AREA, 00 YOU REAP 

BOOY IT AIN'T ME, CIVILIAN CRAFT + 
THERE! : 


On MAN! THIS 
eTTER AN’ 
BETTER! 


j ERE, ANDA 
§ LITTLE THING CALLEO THE 


LOOK, BUDDY, FIRST AMENOMENT SAYS 
OUNE. b WEGOTA RIGHT TO 


SKY WISE SIX 
TO GROUND 
ZERO. 


-.) 
BF DID YOU 
@f coPy THAT 


TRANSMISSION, 
COLONEL. 


DO YOU copy, 
CIVILIAN 
CRAFT? 


AFFIRMATIVE. YOU KNOW THE SITUATION, 
SKYWISE. GIVE 'EM ONE LAST 


WARNING... 


AND... IF THEY 
STILL WON'T 
TURN BACK? 


‘TI HAVE THE FEELING 
I'M GOING TO GET 


VERY TIRED OF 
THAT PHRASE IN THE 
NEXT FEW HOURS. 


UNDERSTAND THIS; 
SWENSEN: THERE IS 
NOTHING 
I CAN'T DO. 


THIS IS YOUR 
CAST WARNING. 
RN BACK NOW, 
OR WE WILL BE 


YOU CAN'T 
BLUFF Us, 
FLYBO™. 


- AFFIRMAT 


> 
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(f AE CAN FLOAT, ) OF COURSE ! THEY'RE me 
WHY CAN'T WE? ; / 
=< Be 


cao ‘OH 
CONT. Veet 
LET HM GET ff 
AWAY. 


DON’T 
LISTEN TO 


3 7 
em \ 


HOW CAN THIS BE AAFFEWINGZ 
THIS (6 LWREAL--S0 MANY GHOSTS 
QUT FOR MY BLOO2/ 


BLQ00--? HALT DON'T HE WHAT DOES IT MATTER ? I'M DEAD 
BLOOD ANYMORE / NO BLOOD, ALREADY-- OBL/VIOW WOULD BE 
NO BODY, WOTHINE--! be A SLESSING! a 


AWY THING \NOULD BE 
BETTER THAN THIS 


FEEL! 


ME SOONER 
OR CATER, 
INYWAY / 
& x 


MAY AS WELL 
SURRENTOER -- 

LET THEM 00 TO 

t ME AS THEY WIL. 


EVERYONE'S... 
OWE. EVERYONE... 


Sf) ee 


hi 
a 
3) 


hoz 


BE 1 COUNT HAE 
GINED NT ALL. THE 
GHOSTLY SURVIVORS 


TURNING ON ME, BLAMING 
ME FOR THEIR DEATHS, 


SWENSEN, YOU'VE BEEN SWEATING 
R THATOVERSIZE SOUP CAN FOR 

THE PAST 71 HOURS WITHOUT 
ERING SO MUCH AS A WORE. 

ae I KNOW KEEPING OUR MANOS 
BUSY TAKES YOUR MNO OFF 

ore HORROR OF, WHAT YOU AW-- 


--BUT I NEED THAT Ly 


IT'S NOT JUST A VIDEO- 

L ONd ont INTO AS 
TO SeNeRaTE. 
inaee oF The OF THE 


ENTIRE PITTS- 

Bu Ren AREA 
AS IT NOW... 
EXISTS. 


ey Rien: sO Wee Ss Ble ESTIMATED TIME THE LAST MEGABITS OF 
HIS... ART PROJECT DATA HAVE BEEN ENTERED 
COLONEL. IT SHOULD ALL 
BE OW SCReey ANY 
MOMENT Ni NOW. 


YOUR SOUP CAN... IS IT 
OPERATIONAL YET? HAVE 
YOU FILTEREV OUT WHATEVER 
THAT SLUOGE YOU TOLD 

ME SEEPED IN 2 


\/ ... WHATEVER CAUSED IT 
PUNCHED A HOLE IN THE 
OZONE LAYER TEN TIMES 
WIDER THAN THE ONE IN 
ANTARCTICA... 


...SCOOPED OUT SO 
MUCH OF THE EARTH'S 
CRUST THAT THE MAGMA 

LAYERS LAID BARE... 


THAT COMPLITER DIAGRAM YOU SHOWEO ME 
Ry, ‘SME. THIS AREA SEEMS VERY 
UNSTABLE... I CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT THE 
IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT IS GOING TO 
BE... WE'LL NEED MORE D947A... 
MUCH MORE... 


MAYBE NOT IN THE... THE CRATER, NOBLE 


BUT ALONG THE iS IN SENTIMENTS... 
THE OUTLYING AREA. 
PEOPLE WHOSE HOUSES: 
Senet eee 

Prey Li UNCER 
DEBRIS... BLEEDING 
FROM BROKEN 

GLASS... 


I WANT TO use THE 
SPITFIRE SUIT TO 
SEARCH FOR THEM. 
THE DEVASTATED AREA 
IS $0 BIG, SO 
(NACCESS/BLE, NO 
ioe Te Renee 
THEM IN TIME.,, / 


BUT L 
CATEGORICALLY 
FORBIDIT! 


YOU ARE A GOVERNMENT AGENT, SWENSEN-- 
ANC AS FAR AS THIS AREA IS CONCERNED, TM 
THE GOVERNMENT/ SO YOU'D BETTER 
STOW YOUR-- 


LAD YOU HAVE THAT 
(RO STITCHED ON YOUR 
COLLAR, COLONEL-- 


-- SAVES ME FROM HAVING TO SWENSEN / HAUL YOUR 
GIVE YOU ONE. BUTT OUT OF THAT TWO-TON 
TINKERTOY RIGHT NOW, 
OR I'LL HAVE YOU COURT~ 
MARTIALED--/ 


FIFTEEN SECONDS 
TO CLEAR THE 
LAUNCH AREA. 


CLEAR THE 


SPITFIRE'S 
GONE A.W.O.L.f 


Satan HER! 
SSSGHEE 


NTTHIS FLIPPING © -- I HOPE YOU REMEMBER HOW YOU 
GOL. Bi CARTs CAUSING THE Ve ad TO PROVIDE US THE SCIENTIFIC 
IE EARTH TO » DATA TOTELL US WHERE 10 EVACUATE L 


Mik OF MORE 
PEOPLE BEGIN TO DIE-s4 


SMALL ARMS FIRE IS LOOKS LIKE I'VE 
NOTHING. THIS SUIT REALLY GONE AND 
HAS BEEN BUILT TO DONE IT TALS” 
WITHSTAND AN7/- TIME. 

TANK SHELLS’ 


‘ROM TOP GOVERNMENT 


Fl 
SPECIAL OF TO 
INSUBOREINEGE ROME 
ALL IN THE SPACE OF HALF- 
A- MINUTE, 


,, TAKE-- HOPE You 
N FORGIVE ME FOR THis. 
THERE'RE JUST SOME THINGS 
A BODY'S GOT TO DO--NO 
MATTER WHAT THE 
ENCES, 


COME ON, YOU STUPIO. 
SENSORS --SHOWME 
SOME SIGNS OF L/F& 

ALREADY! © 


THE CITYS GONE... 


A MME CRATER 4 y 
RAPIOLY FILLING 
x [TS HORRIBLE. ; 
THE MIND’CAN’T ACCEPT 
SUCH... RMAC, Y) 


WENT KGANE. I BEGAN TO HALLUCI- F 
TE A SCENARIO FAR EASIER FORME YJ 
THAN THE DEATHS OF 
A MILLION PEOLE/ 


& 1 IMAGINED S@RVIVORS --PHANTASMAL 2 
BEINGS LIKE (WYGELF... BEINGS WHO a 
BLAMED ME FOR WHAT HAPPENED 
é 0 THEM. 4 


CURE came 


WHY? WHY DID I IMAGINE 
THEM EYAYMUE (HE ? 
THERE WAS NOTHING 7 
COULD HAVE DONE TO 
STOP THE TALL BLOND 
MAN. IM JUST A 
STUPID GHOST, 


“i Spe N 
A Z : : " 
TcAN'T a ENG 


AFFECT ANYTHING -- 


FC WHAT IN THE WORLD 2A 
MAN (N A TRENCHCOAT-- 
AYE! 


B TILL IT GOES AWAY. 


OOUBT ANYTHINGS 
STILL ALIVE HERE 

f AT THE BOTIOM OF THE 

PITT. SO MUCH FOR my 

D> CIRCLE OF THE 
» PFRMETER.,, 


FIRST -- WY ARWR, & 
("Y STHHIN4.., OR 


(S(T CONE yet? 
I THINK 2 HEAR 
EIS FADING IN 
THE DISTANCE. 


WOT BE 
THOSE OF A BIG RED 
. X0BO7, THOUGH. 


I SHOULD BE DO/NG SOMETHING. 
I'M A SOLDIER, AN OFFICER--I SHOULD 
BE LEADING MY TROOPS AGAINST 
THE ENEMX 


GUESS IT DOESN'T 
IATTER. ALL THAT 
MATTERS IS THAT I 


EXCUSE ME, COLONEL, THERE'S SOMETHING COMING 
OVER THE AIR THAT YOU SHOULD SEE. 


ANP IF HE'S WOT, I 

WILL NOT REST UNTIL I 
FIND A WAY TO MAKE HIM 
PAY, Pl 7 
SHALL BE AVENGED! 


THAT CIVILIAN 
COPTER I HAD 
SHOT DOWN... 
THERE WAS 
NO NEED. 


LOUSY RUSSIANS! PROBABLY 

WANTEO TO BE THE FIRST TO 

CO SPREAD THE WORD SO THEY 
WOULON'T GET BLAMEC.., 


-- WET AUTHORITIES HAVE JUST TRANSMIT TED INFRARED 
(OTOGRAPHS OF THE EASTERN UNITED STATES TAKEN BY 
SOVIET "WEATHER SATELLITES ” WHICH SHOW THE AREA 
AROUND PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA TO HAVE BEEN 
TOTALLY LEVELLEP.. 


PENTAGON OFFICIALS 
COULD NOT BE REACHED 
TO CONFIRM OR DENY 
THESE PHOTOGRAPHS, 
PITTSBURGH HAS BEEN 
TOTALLY BLACKED-OUT 
TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SINCE ABOUT SIX O'CLOGK 
LAST NIGHT... 


THE NEWS GOT OUT, 
OESPITE EVERYTHING 
I'VE CONE... THE NEWS’ 

GOT OWT" 


COLONEL, SKYWISE HAS GOT SPYTFIRE 
IN_HER SIGHTS! THEY WANT TO KNOW IF 
THEY SHOULD OPEW FIRE. 


TELL SKYWISE 
TO HOLD FIRE. 


ENOUGH 
DAMAGE HAS BEEN 
DONE FOR ONE DAY. 


aie 
OOH 
Ss 


Mh DAWN... THE COLOR LAST NIGHT I TOLD SOMEONE WE'RE LOOKING AT 
OF BLOOD AND RUST... C) A WHOLE NEW SALLGAME HERE. YEAH... ONE WHERE 
THE OLO RULES DON'T APPLY... WHERE THE BALL - 
PARK HAS BEEN TURNED INSIDE OUT... WHERE 
NEITHER THE PLAYERS: NOT JHE ‘@PECTATORS 
NOW THE SCO, 


I'M TIREE 
Om I ) T'O BETTER GO 

WRITE UP My 

REPORT. 


‘Twas three days before Christmas and all though the town, 
not a creature was stirring, because they were all dead. 


(No, too flippant. Let’s start again.) 


My name is Macintyre Browning and |'m a bird colonel in the 
Army's Defense Intelligence Agency. I’ve seen a lot of dis- 
turbing things in my day — in Southeast Asia, in Grenada, in 
El Salvador. But what | saw in Pittsburgh last night blows 
everything else away. 


(Too matter-of-fact. This is what | get for trying to express 
myself after going without sleep for two days. One more 
time.) 


Yesterday the world as we knew it came to an end. It didn’t 
end with a bang exactly, nor did it end with a whimper. But it 
ended with at least one million people dead or dying. With a 
hundred towns and villages destroyed. With the earth bleed- 
ing from a mortal wound. 


God only knows how or why it happened. The “Pittsburgh 

Effect,” like the so-called “White Event” a year and a half 

ago, are phenomena without precedent, beyond the realm _- 

of known science. Someone suggested that the so-called 

“super hero” who turned up in Pittsburgh may have had 

os to do with this. I'm betting we're never going to 
now. 


(I've got it. I'm on a roll now.) 


Pittsburgh is gone. Completely. This fact must be under- 
stood absolutely. The city was within a sphere of earth and 
atmosphere measuring fifty miles in diameter which was 
completely converted into the strange, inert material now at 
the bottom of the crater — the Pitt, as I've heard it ghoulishly 
referred to. Our chances of analyzing a pure sample of this 
material were destroyed by the storms and influx of debris 
that followed the Effect. Not to mention the waters of the 
Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers which are pouring over 
the rim, creating the world’s most spectacular water falls and 
adding to the substance at the bottom. 


So the world ended yesterday when Pittsburgh did. Not with 
a bang, not with a whimper, but with one million unanswered 
questions. We are left with ruptured tectonic plates, a hotbed 
of volcanic activity, and a hole in the ozone layer so big I'm 
going to make out a check to skin cancer research the first 
chance | get. We’re left with a planet that's a whole different 
place from what it was when we all went to sleep in our safe, 
snug beds two nights ago. 


Merry Christmas, world. 
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COL. BROWNING 


SPITFIRE.. 


